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Abstract
The (3+1)-dimensional variable coefficient Kadomtsev-Petviashvilli equation describes the dynamics of solitons and
nonlinear waves in plasmas and superfluids. Based on computerized symbolic computation and extended variable
coefficient homogeneous balance method, several families of exact soliton-like solutions, rational solutions, and auto-
Bäcklund transformation are presented. With the use of the auto-BT and the ε-expansion method, we can obtain a
soliton-like solution including N-solitary wave of the (3+1)-dimensional Kadomtsev-Petviashvilli equation with variable
coefficients. Especially, we get a soliton-like solution including two-solitary waves as an illustrative example in detail.
Keywords: Symbolic computation; ε-expansion method; Plasmas; Auto-Bäcklund transformation; Two-solitary waves
PACS: 05.45.Yv; 02.70.Wz; 05.45.Yv; 52.35.Mw; 52.35.Fp
Introduction
More and more physical structures of nonlinear disper-
sive equations have attracted a lot of interests due to
their applications in many important scientific problems.
With the help of symbolic computation [1-13], various
methods have been developed for studying these phys-
ical structures, such as the inverse scattering method,
Bäcklund transformation, Hirota bilinear forms, the
tanh-sech method, the sine-cosine method, truncated
Painlevé expansion method, similarity reduction method,
and so on.
There has been considerable interest in the Kadomtsev-
Petviashvili (KP) equation, which arises in many physical
applications including shallow water waves and plasma
physics. The KP equation describes the evolution of small
amplitude surface waves, namely weak nonlinearity, weak
dispersion, and propagation in one direction (the x-axis)
with the waves weakly perturbed in the y direction [14].
In fact, the KP equation is a completely integrable soli-
ton equation, which generally possesses almost all of the
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following remarkable properties: the existence of mul-
tisoliton solutions, an infinite number of independent
conservation laws and symmetries, a bi-Hamiltonian rep-
resentation, a prolongation structure, a Lax pair, Bäcklund
transformations, the Hirota bilinear representation, and
the Painlevé property, etc. [15].
Here, we consider the (3+1)-dimensional variable coef-
ficient KP equation in the form [15]
(ut +λ(t)uux +μ(t)uxxx)x + γ (t)uyy + δ(t)uzz = 0, (1)
where λ(t), μ(t), γ (t), and δ(t) are all functions of t only
with λ(t) = 0, μ(t) = 0. If δ(t) = 0, Equation 1 becomes
the (2+1)-dimensional KP equation. If γ (t) = δ(t) =
0, Equation 1 becomes the Korteweg-de Vries (KdV)
equation. When λ(t), μ(t), γ (t), and δ(t) are arbitrary
constants with λ(t) = 6, μ(t) = 1, Equation 1 becomes
the (3+1)-dimensional KP equation, which describes the
dynamics of solitons and nonlinear waves in plasmas and
super fluids.
Zhang and coworkers [16] obtained an auto-Bäcklund
transformation (BT) and the exact solution for the (3+1)-
dimensional variable coefficient KP equation using the
homogeneous balance principle. In virtue of the gener-
alized variable coefficient algebraic method, Zhao [17]
derived several new families of exact solutions of physical
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interest for the (3+1)-dimensional variable coefficient KP
equation.
The structure of the present paper is as follows. The
section ‘An extended variable coefficient homogeneous
balance method’ presents the developing of the
extended variable coefficient homogeneous balance
(EvcHB) to solve the (3+1) dimensional equation. In
section ‘Auto-Bäcklund transformation,’ an auto-BT of
Equation 1 is obtained with the use of the EvcHB method.
In section ‘Soliton-type solutions,’ using the auto-BT,
we can derive the soliton-type solution of Equation 1.
In section ‘ε-expansion method and two-solitary waves
solutions,’ we discuss our method and results in detail.
An extended variable coefficient homogeneous
balancemethod
An EvcHB has been proposed in [18]. In this paper,
we will develop the EvcHB to solve the (3+1) dimen-
sional equation and use Equation 1 as an illustration
for the variable coefficient nonlinear evolution equations
under investigation. Now, we describe what is the EvcHB
method in solving the (3+1) dimensional equation and
how to use it to look for the auto-BT and special exact
solutions for the given (3+1) dimensional partial differen-
tial equation:
P(u,ux,uy,uz,ut ,uxy,uxz,uyz,uzt ,uxt ,uyt ,
uxx,uzz,utt , . . .) = 0, (2)
where P is in general a polynomial function of its argu-
ments, and the subscripts denote the partial derivatives.
First step: we assume a general transformation:
u(x, y, z, t) = ψ(y, z, t) ∂ jx ∂ky ∂mz ∂ lt f [ξ(x, y, z, t), η(x, y, z, t)]
+ u0(x, y, z, t), (3)
where ψ(y, z, t) is a differentiable function; j, k, m, and l
are integers; u0(x, y, z, t) is a special solution of Equation 2;
f (ξ , η) is a function to be determined later.
Second step: by balancing the terms with the highest
powers of the differential coefficients of ξx, we can obtain
the values of j, k ,m, and l. Substituting (3) into Equation 2,
equating the coefficients of the highest powers of ξx to
zero yields the value of f (ξ , η).
Third step: equating the coefficients of various partial
derivatives of f (ξ , η) to zero, the corresponding auto-BT
of Equation 2 can been derived.
Though the method is entirely algorithmic and it often
has many tedious algebraic and auxiliary calculations
which are virtually unmanageable manually, we can con-
cisely and straightforwardly simplify them with the devel-
opment of the symbolic computation systems [1-13].
Auto-Bäcklund transformation
In terms of the second step of the EvcHB method, we can
obtain
u(x, y, z, t) = ψ(y, z, t) ∂2x f [ ξ(x, y, z, t), η(x, y, z, t)]
+ u0(x, y, z, t). (4)
In the following analysis, we will stay with the following
conditions
ψ(y, z, t) = 1, λ(t) = 6μ(t),
ηx(x, y, z, t) = 0 =⇒ η(x, y, z, t) = η(y, z, t). (5)
Substituting (4) and (5) into Equation 1 we obtain
+ (6 f 2ξξξ + 6fξξ fξξξξ + fξξξξξξ ) μ ξ6x+[ 6μ ξxx u0xx
+ δ ξxxzz + γ ξxxyy + 12μu0x ξxxx + ξxxxt + 6μu0 ξxxxx
+ μ ξxxxxxx] fξ+[ 6μu0xx ξ2x + 2 δ ξxzz ξx + 2 γ ξxyy ξx
+ 36μu0x ξxx ξx + 3 ξxxt ξx + 24μu0 ξxxx ξx
+ 6μ ξxxxxx ξx + 2 δ ξ2xt + 2 γ ξ2xy + 18μu0 ξ2xx + 10μ ξ2xxx
+ δ ξzz ξxx + γ ξyy ξxx + 3 ξxt ξxx + 2 δ ξz ξxxz + 2 γ ξy ξxxy
+ ξt ξxxx + 15μ ξxx ξxxxx] fξξ+[ 12μu0x ξ3x + δ ξzz ξ2x
+ γ ξyy ξ2x + 3 ξxt ξ2x + 36μu0 ξxx ξ2x + 15μ ξxxxx ξ2x
+ 4 δ ξz ξxz ξx + 4 γ ξy ξxy ξx + 3 ξt ξxx ξx + 60μ ξxx ξxxx ξx
+ 15μ ξ3xx + δ ξ2z ξxx + γ ξ2y ξxx] fξξξ+[ 6μu0 ξ4x + ξt ξ3x
+ 20μ ξxxx ξ3x + δ ξ2z ξ2x + γ ξ2y ξ2x + 45μ ξ2xx ξ2x ] fξξξξ
+ 15μ ξ4x ξxx fξξξξξ + 72μ ξ4x ξxx fξξ fξξξ + 6μ ξ4x ξxx fξ fξξξξ
+ [ 36μ ξ2xx ξ2x + 12μ ξxxx ξ3x ] fξ fξξξ + [ 72μ ξ2xx ξ2x
+ 24μ ξxxx ξ3x ] f 2ξξ+[ 6μ(t) ξxxxx ξ2x + 36μ ξxx ξxxx ξx
+ 6μ ξxx
(
3 ξ2xx + 4 ξx ξxxx
)
] fξ fξξ+[ 6μ ξ2xxx
+ 6μ ξxx ξxxxx] f 2ξ +[ δ ηzz ξxx + γ ηyy ξxx + 2 δ ηz ξxxz
+ 2 γ ηy ξxxy + ηt ξxxx] fξη+[ δηzzξ2x + γ ηyyξ2x + 4δηzξxzξx
+ 4γ ηyξxyξx + 3ηtξxxξx + 2δηzξzξxx + 2γ ηyξyξxx] fξξη
+ [ ηtξ3x + 2δηzξzξ2x + 2γ ηyξyξ2x ] fξξξη + ξ2x [ δη2z
+ γ η2y ] fξξηη + (u0t + λu0 u0x + μu0xxx)x
+ γ u0yy + δ u0zz = 0.
(6)
Setting the coefficient of ξ6x in (6) to zero yields an
ordinary differentiable equation (ODE) for f ; namely
6 f 2ξξξ + 6 fξξ fξξξξ + fξξξξξξ = 0, (7)
which admits the solution
f = 2 ln(ξ) + δ(η) + ξ σ (η), (8)
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where δ(η) and σ(η) are differential functions. According
to (8), we obtain
f 2ξ =
−[ 2 + ξ σ (η)]2





fξ fξξ = −2 − ξ σ (η)2 fξξξ , fξ fξξξ =
−2 − ξ σ (η)
3 fξξξξ ,
fξξ fξξξ = −16 fξξξξξ , fξ fξξξξ =
−2 − ξ σ (η)
4 fξξξξξ .
(9)
According to the third step, substituting (7) and (9) into
(6) yields a linear polynomial of fξ , fξξ , . . .. Equating the
coefficients of fξ , fξξ , . . . to zero, holds
μξ σ(η) ξ4x ξxx = 0, (10)
δ ξ2z + γ ξ2y + ξt ξx + μ { 6u0 ξ2x − 4 [ ξ σ (η) − 1 ]
ξxxx ξx − 3 [ 4 ξ σ (η) + 1 ] ξ2xx } = 0, (11)
δ [ ξzz ξ2x + ξz (4 ξx ξxz + ξz ξxx) ]+γ [ ξyy ξ2x + ξy (4 ξx ξxy
+ ξy ξxx)]+3 ξx (ξx ξxt + ξt ξxx) + 12μu0x ξ3x
+ 3μ { 12u0 ξxx+[ 3 − ξ σ (η)] ξxxxx } ξ2x
− 30μ ξ σ(η) ξxx ξxxx ξx − 3μ [ 3 ξ σ (η) + 1] ξ3xx = 0,
(12)
− 3μξ2 ξ2xxx σ(η)2 − 3μξ2 ξxx ξxxxx σ(η)2
− 12μξ ξ2xxx σ(η) − 12μξ ξxx xixxxx σ(η)
+ 18μu0 ξ2xx − 2μξ2xxx + 36μξx u0x ξxx
+ 3 ξxt ξxx + 6μξ2x u0xx + 3 ξx ξxxt
+ δ (2 ξ2xz + 2 ξx ξxzz + ξzz ξxx + 2 ξz ξxxz)
+ γ
(
2ξ2xy + 2 ξx ξxyy + ξyy ξxx + 2 ξy ξxxy
)
+ ξt ξxxx + 24μu0 ξx ξxxx + 3μξxx ξxxxx
+ 6μξx ξxxxxx = 0,
(13)
δ ξxxzz + γ ξxxyy + ξxxxt + μ (6 ξxx u0xx + 12u0x ξxxx
+6u0 ξxxxx + ξxxxxxx) = 0, (14)
(u0t + λu0 u0x + μu0xxx)x + γ u0yy + δ u0zz = 0. (15)
From (4) and (8), the new auto-BT for the (3+1)-
dimensional variable coefficient KP equation can be writ-
ten as follows
u(x, y, z, t) = ∂2x [ 2 ln(ξ)+δ(η)+ξ σ (η)]+u0(x, y, z, t),
(16)
with σ(η), δ(η), and ξ satisfying Equations 10 to 15.
The meaning of auto-BT consisted of 10 to 16 is that if
u0(x, y, z, t) be a special solution of Equation 1, then the
expression (16) is another solution of Equation 1.
Soliton-type solutions
Now, we use the new auto-BT consisted of Equations 10
to 16 to obtain the exact solutions of Equation 1. Starting
from Equation 10, we need to investigate different cases as
follows
Case 1: ξxx = 0
In this case, assume that
ξ(x, y, z, t) = ϕ1(y, z, t) x + ϕ2(y, z, t), (17)
where ϕ1(y, z, t) and ϕ2(y, z, t) are differentiable
functions. Substituting (17) into (11) yields
u0(x, y, z, t)=







Substituting (17) and (18) into (12), we get
x : δ ϕ1zz + γ ϕ1yy = 0,
x0 : ϕ1t + δ ϕ2zz + γ ϕ2yy = 0.
(19)
Equations 13 and 14 equate to zero naturally.
So, we derive a family of rational solutions for
Equation 1 as









with ϕ1 = ϕ1(y, z, t), ϕ2 = ϕ2(y, z, t) and
u0(x, y, z, t) satisfying constraint (19) and (15).
Case 2: σ(η) = 0.
Aiming at the exact solutions, we substitute a
trial solution
ξ(x, y, z, t) = λ(y, z, t) + eα(t) x+β(y,z,t), (21)
into Equations 11 to 15, where α(t), λ(y, z, t),
and β(y, z, t) are differentiable functions.
Substituting (21) into (11) yields



























Liu and Zeng Journal of Theoretical and Applied Physics 2013, 7:49 Page 4 of 8
http://www.jtaphys.com/content/7/1/49
Substituting (21) and (22) into (12), we get
e2 (xα+β) : α′ + δ βzz + γ βyy = 0,
exα+β : α λt + δ (2βz λz − λzz) + γ
(
2βy λy − λyy
) = 0,
e0 : δ λ2z + γ λ2y = 0.
(23)
Then, Equations 13 and 14 equate to zero
naturally. Collecting all above terms, we can
derive the general solutions of Equation 1 as
follows
u(x, y, z, t) = 2α(t)
2 exα(t)+β
λ + exα(t)+β −
2α(t)2 e2xα(t)+2β(




xα′(t) + βt + λt e−xα(t)−β
6μ(t)α(t)
− δ(t)βzλz e




z + δ(t)λ2z e−2xα(t)−2β + γ (t)β2y + γ (t)λ2y e−2xα(t)−2β
6μ(t)α(t)2 .
(24)
All parameters have been explained before.
u0(x, y, z, t), α(t), λ = λ(y, z, t), and
β = β(y, z, t) satisfying constraint (15) and (23).
Solution (24) contains more arbitrary
parameters than the solution obtained before in
[16] and [17].
ε-expansionmethod and two-solitary waves
solutions
In order to obtain two-solitary waves solutions of
Equation 1, we use the auto-BT consisted of Equations 10
to 15 to obtain a special single solitary wave solution of
Equation 1. So, for simplicity, we take u0(x, y, z, t) = 0,
σ(η) = 0 and a direct assuming
ξ(x, y, z, t) = 1 + exp θ , θ = c x + h(y, z, t), (25)
where c is an arbitrary constant, h(y, z, t) are functions to
be determined later. Substituting (25) into Equations 10 to
14, we hold
δ hzz + γ hyy = 0,
c4 μ(t) + c ht + δ h2z + γ h2y = 0.
(26)
Substituting (25) into Equation 16 yields a soliton-like
solution containing single solitary wave of Equation 1
u(x, y, z, t) = 12 c
2 sech2 12 θ , (27)
where θ is expressed by (25), c and h = h(y, z, t) must
satisfy Equation 26.
Next, we use the ε-expansion method [18-20] and
assume that the solution of Equations 10 to 14 is of the
form




where wi = wi(x, y, z, t) (i=1, 2, 3, . . . ) to be deter-
mined later, ε be a small parameter. Substituting (28) into
Equations 10 to 14. Equating the coefficient of εk (k=1, 2,
3, . . . ) to zero yields a set of PDEs for wk (k=1, 2, 3,. . . )
ε :[ (w1t + μw1xxx)x + γ w1yy + δ w1zz]xx = 0, (29)
ε2 :[ (w2t+μw2xxx)x+γ w2yy+δ w2zz = 3w1 w1xxxt+· · · ,
(30)
ε3 :[ (w3t+μw3xxx)x+γ w3yy+δ w3zz = 3w2 w1xxxt+· · · ,
(31)
and so on, to be solved.





gi, gi = exp θi, θi = ci x+hi(y, z, t), i = 1, 2, . . . ,N ,
(32)
where ci and hi(y, z, t) satisfy Equation 26, N, a positive inte-
ger. Then, w2 includes only all terms gi gj with i = j; w3
includes only all terms gi gj gk with i = j = k; and so on.
Thus the sequence wk terminates at wN ∝ g1 g2 · · · gN , then the
series (28) truncates. So, we have an exact solution (ε = 1) of
Equations 10 to 15 in the form











hijk gi gj gk + · · · + h1,2,...,N g1 g2 gN .
(33)
Substituting (33) and u0(x, y, z, t) = 0 into (16), we can
obtain a soliton-like solution containing N-solitary wave of
Equation 1; here, N-solitary wave means the interaction of
N-solitary waves.
As an illustrative example, we look for a soliton-like solution
containing two-solitary wave of Equation 1 in detail. Getting
w1 = g1 + g2, gi = exp θi, θi = ci x + hi(y, z, t), i = 1, 2,
(34)
for a solution of Equation 29. Substituting (34) into the right
hand side of Equation 30, which admits a solution
w2 = h12 g1 g2, h12 = ( c1 − c2 )
2
( c1 + c2 )2 .
(35)
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Substituting (34) and (35) into the right hand side of
Equation 31 yields
(w3t + μw3xxx)x + γ w3yy + δ w3zz = 0, (36)
we may take w3 = 0 for its solution, hence wn = 0 (n ≥ 3),
therefore the series (28) truncates. Substituting (34), (35) and
wn = 0 (n ≥ 3) into (28) (ε = 1) yields an exact solution of
Equations 10 to 13
ξ(x, y, z, t) = 1 + g1 + g2 + h12 g1 g2. (37)
Substituting (37) and u0(x, y, z, t) = 0 into (16), a soliton-
like solution containing two-solitary wave of Equation 1 can be
written as
u(x, y, t) = 2 c1
2 g1 + (c1 − c2)2 g1 g2 + c22 g2
1 + g1 + g2 + h12 g1 g2
− 2 [ c1 g1 + c2 g2 + h12 (c1 + c2) g1 g2]
2
(
1 + g1 + g2 + h12 g1 g2
)2 ,
(38)
which represents the interaction of two-solitary waves.
In principle, families of the three-solitary wave, exact ana-
lytic solutions, and those for more solutions could be con-
structed similar to the above. However, the situations would
become extremely complicated.
Discussions
In this letter, we have extended to Equation 1 an EvcHBmethod
presented in [21-28], performed symbolic computation, and
obtained a new auto-Bäcklund transformation and a families
of the exact, analytic soliton-type solutions, two-solitary wave
solution for Equation 1, which are Expression (24) and (38).
The method can be implemented in the symbolic computation
systems such as Mathematica or MatLab in Appendix A.
Of optical and physical interests, let us discuss the follow-
ing special cases of our solutions which have appeared in the
literature:
(1) An interesting case of Expression (24), with λ = 1,
α(t) = −2 ∫ γ (t) φ5(t) dt,
β = φ5(t) y2 + φ6(t) y+[ φ3(t) y+ φ4(t) ] z + φ7(t), is the
set of the nebulonic solitons,
γ (t)φ5(t)μ′(t)
∫










cosh[ −α(t) x − β ]+1 −
α(t)2
6
+ 2{−2xγ (t)φ5(t) + yzφ
′
3(t) + zφ′4(t) + y [ yφ′5(t) + φ′6(t)]+φ′7(t)}α(t)
μ(t)
− δ(t) [ yφ3(t) + φ4(t) ]
2 +γ (t) [ zφ3(t) + 2yφ5(t) + φ6(t) ]2
μ(t)
(39)
where u = u(x, y, z, t), φi(t)(i = 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7) is the
arbitrary function. We also find that
α(t) = −2
∫



















Figure 1 The nebulonic solution (25), where μ(t) = t2,
γ (t) = φ5(t) = φ6(t) = t, φ7(t) = cost, φ3(t) = φ4(t) = 0,
t = −1.6.
which has not been given in Refs. [16] and [17]. A family
of exact analytic, nebulonic solutions (25) is shown in
Figures 1, 2, and 3.
(2) Solution (3.3) in [16] is a special case of Expression (24).
(3) The soliton-type solution for (2+1) dimensional KP
equation,
(ut + λ(t)uux + μ(t)uxxx)x + γ (t)uyy = 0,
in [16] is a special case of Expression (24), with α(t) = l,
β = my + φ8(t) and δ(t) = 0, where l and m are
arbitrary constants,φ8(t) is arbitrary function. A
soliton-type solution is shown in Figure 4. which has been
known in [29].
(4) Figures 5, 6, 7, and 8 with the data of parameters
illustrated in their captions, supply for us the propagating




















Figure 2 The nebulonic solution (25), where t = −1.8.
























































Figure 5 The two-solitary wave solution (38), where c1 = 1,
h1(y, z, t) = −t − 2 + y − 2 y2, c2 = 2,
























































Figure 8 The two-solitary wave solution (38).Where c1 = 1,
h1(y, z, t) = −t − 2 + 2 y − 2 y2, c2 = 2, h2(y, z, t) = t + 2 y − 3 y2,
t = −50.
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Appendix A
The description of the symbolic code
The symbolic code of Equations 5 to 16 can be described as
follows:
ln[ 1] : = u[ x, y, z, t]= ∂x,xf [ ξ [ x, y, z, t] , η[ y, z, t] ]
+ u0[ x, y, z, t]
ln[ 2] : = J = ∂x(∂tu[ x, y, z, t]+6μ[ t] u[ x, y, z, t] ∂xu[ x, y, z, t]
+ μ[ t] ∂xxxu[ x, y, z, t] ) + γ [ t] ∂yyu[ x, y, z, t]
+ δ[ t] ∂zzu[ x, y, z, t]
ln[ 3] : = Coefficient[ J , ξ (1,0,0)[ x, y, t]6 ]
ln[ 4] : = M = Expand[ J −
(
6 [ f (3,0)]2 +6 f (2,0)f (4,0) + f (6,0)
)
∗ ξ (1,0,0,0)(x, y, z, t)6] /.{[ f (1,0)]2 →
−[ 2 + ξσ [ η[ y, z, t] ] ]2 f (2,0)/2
, [ f (2,0)]2 → −f (4,0)/3, f (1,0)f (2,0) →
− −[ 2 + ξσ [ η[ y, z, t] ] ] f (3,0)/2,
f (1,0)f (2,0) → −[ 2 + ξσ [ η[ y, z, t] ] ] f (4,0)/3
, f (2,0)f (3,0) → −f (5,0)/6,
f (1,0)f (4,0) → −[ 2 + ξσ [ η[ y, z, t] ] ] f (5,0)/4}
ln[ 5] : = M1 = Coefficient[M, f (6,0)[ ξ [ x, y, z, t] , η[ y, z, t] ] ]
ln[ 6] : = M2 = Coefficient[M, f (5,0)[ ξ [ x, y, z, t] , η[ y, z, t] ] ]
ln[ 7] : = M3 = Coefficient[M, f (4,0)[ ξ [ x, y, z, t] , η[ y, z, t] ] ]
ln[ 8] : = M4 = Coefficient[M, f (3,0)[ ξ [ x, y, z, t] , η[ y, z, t] ] ]
ln[ 8] : = M4 = Coefficient[M, f (2,0)[ ξ [ x, y, z, t] , η[ y, z, t] ] ]
ln[ 8] : = M4 = Coefficient[M, f (1,0)[ ξ [ x, y, z, t] , η[ y, z, t] ] ]
(41)
Competing interests
The authors declare that they have no competing interests.
Authors’ contributions
ZFZ participated in the design of the study and drafted the manuscript. JGL
conceived of the study and participated in its design and coordination. Both
authors read and approved the final manuscript.
Acknowledgements
We would like to thank the editor and the referee for their timely and valuable
comments.
Author details
1College of Computer, Jiangxi University of Traditional Chinese Medicine,
JiangXi 330004, China. 2College of Science, Nanchang University, JiangXi
330031, China.
Received: 6 March 2013 Accepted: 2 September 2013
Published: 14 September 2013
References
1. Liu, JG, Li, YZ: Auto-Bäcklund transformation and soliton-typed solutions
of the generalized variable-coefficient KP equation (in Chinese). Chin.
Phys. Lett. 23(7), 1670–1673 (2006)
2. Khater, A, Callebaut, D, Ibrahim, R: Bäcklund transformations and Painleve
analysis: exact soliton solutions for the unstable nonlinear Schrodinger
equation modeling electron beam plasma. Phys. Plasmas.
5(2), 395–400 (1998)
3. Zhang, HQ, Xie, HD, Lu, B: A symbolic computation method to decide the
completeness of the solutions to the system of linear partial differential
equations. Appl. Math. Mech. 23(10), 1134–1139 (2002)
4. Liu, JG, Li, YZ: Transformations for the variable coefficient
Ginzburg-Landau equation with symbolic computation. J. China Univ,
Posts Telecommunications. 13(3), 98–101 (2006)
5. Anjan, B, Arjuna, R: 1-soliton solution of Kadomtsev-Petviasvili equation
with power law nonlinearty. Appl. Math. Comp. 214(2), 645–647 (2009)
6. Anjan, B, Arjuna, R: Topological 1-soliton solution of
Kadomtsev-Petviashvili equation with power law nonlinearity. Appl.
Math. Comp. 217(4), 1771–1773 (2010)
7. Abdullahi, RA, Chaudry, MK, Anjan, B: Solutions of Kadomtsev-Petviashvili
equation with power law nonlinearity in 3+1 dimensions. Math. Method.
Appl. Sci. 34(5), 532–543 (2011)
8. Ghodrat, E, Nazila, Y, Houria, T, Anjan, B: Exact solutions of the
(2 + 1)-dimensional Camassa-Holm Kadomtsev-Petviashvili equation.
Nonlinear Anal.: Model. Control. 17(3), 280–296 (2012)
9. Anwar, JMJ, Marko, P, Anjan, B: Soliton solutions for nonlinear
Calaogero-Degasperis and potential Kadomtsev-Petviashvili equation.
Comp. Math. Appl. 62(6), 2621–2628 (2011)
10. Houria, T, Benjamin, JMS, Hayat, T, Omar, M. A, Anjan, B: Shock wave
solutions of the variants of the Kadomtsev-Petviashvili equation. Can. J.
Phys. 89(9), 979–984 (2011)
11. Ghodrat, E, Nazila, YF, Bhrawy, AH, Sachin, K, Houria, T, Ahmet, Y, Anjan, B:
Solitons and other solutions to the (3+1)-dimensional extended
Kadomtsev-Petviashvili equation with power law nonlinearity. Rom. Rep.
Phys. 65(1), 27–62 (2013)
12. Anjan, B: 1-Soliton solution of the generalized Camassa-Holm
Kadomtsev-Petviashvili equation. Commun. Nonlinear. Sci.
14(6), 2524–2527 (2009)
13. Glendinming, S, Dixit, S, Hammel, B, Kalantar, D, Key, M, Kilkenny, J,
Knauer, J, Pennington, D, Remington, B, Wallace, R, Weber, S:
Measurement of a dispersion curve for linear-regime Rayleigh-Taylor
growth rates in laser-driven planar targets. Phys. Rev. Lett. 78(17),
3318–3321 (1997)
14. Güngör, F, Winternitz, P: Generalized Kadomtsev-Petviashvili equation
with an infinite-dimensional symmetry algebra. J. Math. Anal. Appl.
276(1), 314–328 (2002)
15. Clarkson, PA: Painleve analysis and the complete integrability of a
generalized variable-coefficient Kadomtsev-Petviashvili equation. J. Appl.
Math. 44(1), 27–53 (1990)
16. Zhang, JL, Wang, ML, Cheng, DL, Wang, YM, Fang, ZD: Backlund
transformation and exact solution to Kadomtsev-Petviashvili equation
with variable coefficients. Northeast. Math. J. 18(4), s330 (2002)
17. Zhao, H, Bai, CL: New doubly periodic and multiple soliton solutions of
the generalized (3 + 1)-dimensional Kadomtsev-Petviashvilli equation
with variable coefficients. Chaos, Solitons Fractals. 30(1), 217–226 (2006)
18. Hirota, R: Exact solution of the Korteweg de Vries equation for multiple
collisions of solitons. Phys. Rev. Lett. 27, 1192–1194 (1971)
19. Hirota, R, Junkichi, S: N-soliton solutions of model equations for shallow
water waves. J. Phys. Soc. Japan. 40, 611–612 (1976)
20. Li, YZ, Liu, JG: Auto-Backlund transformation and new exact solutions of
the generalized variable-coefficients 2-dimensional Korteweg-de Vries
model. Phys. Plasmas. 14(2), 023502 (2007)
21. Sinha, SC, Gourdon, E, Zhang, Y: Control of time-periodic systems via
symbolic computation with application to chaos control. Commun.
Nonlinear Sci. Numerical Simul. 10(8), 835–854 (2005)
22. Zhao, XQ, Zhi, HY, Zhang, HQ: Improved Jacobi-function method with
symbolic computation to construct new double-periodic solutions for
the generalized Ito system. Chaos, Solitons Fractals. 28(1) (2006)
23. Birk, G: The onset of Rayleigh-Taylor instabilities in magnetized partially
ionized dense dusty plasmas. Phys. Plasmas. 9(3), 745–747 (2002)
Liu and Zeng Journal of Theoretical and Applied Physics 2013, 7:49 Page 8 of 8
http://www.jtaphys.com/content/7/1/49
24. Nakkeeran, K, Moubissi, A, Dinda, P, Wabnitz, S: Analytical method for
designing dispersion-managed fiber systems. Opt. Lett.
26(20), 1544–1546 (2001)
25. Barnett, MP, Capitani, JF, Gathen, JVZ, Gerhard, J: Symbolic calculation in
chemistry: selected examples. Int. J. Quantum. Chem.
100(2), 80–104 (2004)
26. Gao, YT, Tian, B: Cylindrical Kadomtsev-Petviashvili model, nebulons and
symbolic computation for cosmic dust ion-acoustic waves. Phys. Lett. A.
349(5), 314–319 (2006)
27. Ursescu, D, Tomaselli, M, Kuehl, T, Fritzsche, S: Symbolic algorithms for the
computation of Moshinsky brackets and nuclear matrix elements.
Comput. Phys. Commun. 173(3), 140–161 (2005)
28. Juan, C, Ferenc, S, Jean, CH, Jean, LC: Symbolic computation in discrete
optimization: SCDO algorithm. Nonlinear Anal. 63, 605–615 (2005)
29. Biswajit, S, Rajkumar, R: Nonplanar ion acoustic waves with nonthermal
electrons. Earth. Moon. Planets. 109, 77–89 (2012)
doi:10.1186/2251-7235-7-49
Cite this article as: Liu and Zeng: Auto-Bäcklund transformation and new
exact solutions of the (3+1)-dimensional KP equation with variable coeffi-
cients. Journal of Theoretical and Applied Physics 2013 7:49.
Submit your manuscript to a 
journal and beneﬁ t from:
7 Convenient online submission
7 Rigorous peer review
7 Immediate publication on acceptance
7 Open access: articles freely available online
7 High visibility within the ﬁ eld
7 Retaining the copyright to your article
    Submit your next manuscript at 7 springeropen.com
